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defeat, it was simply done in conformity with the rules of the
game of not kicking an opponent after having knocked him
down. What was probable was the undoubted secret adhesion
of one or more officers to the side of the Khedive. The turn
of the tide against Orabi was quite perceptible all over the
country, especially after the outlawing of Orabi by the Sultan.

As soon as the debade at Tel El Kebir started, Orabi left
the battlefield on horseback and made straight for Cairo.
There he met the conventional assembly, and explained to
them the disaster that had befallen his army. He tried to per-
suade them to undertake the defence of Cairo. But the
members had had enough of him. They told him that
they were not ready to see Cairo demolished in the same way
as he had caused the demolition of Alexandria. He was there-
fore advised by his friends to surrender to the English, who
entered Cairo on the i4th and occupied the Citadel, together
with the Abbassia and Kasr el-Nil barracks. He did so, and his
comrades followed suit one after the other.

The Khedive, who had formed a new ministry under Cherif
Pasha, with Riad Pasha as Minister of the Interior, returned
to Cairo on September 25 in company with the Duke of Con-
naught, Sir Garnet Wolseley, the Commander-in-Chief and
Sir Edward Malet the British Consul-General.

It was a sign of the times that the Khedive was escorted all
along the route to his palace by British troops, and that three
days afterwards a military review of the army of occupation
was held in the Square of Abdin Palace, the same place where
a year ago Orabi and his associates had held their famous
military demonstration. What a change brought about in one
year's time through the folly of one man!

Orabi and his coadjutors were tried before a special court
composed of Egyptians; but Orabi was defended by English
lawyers, this being arranged by Orabf s European friends and
approved by himself as a guarantee against an outburst of
vengeance by his adversaries.1 Orabi pleaded guilty of rebel-
lion, but denied having instigated the Alexandria riots or the
conflagration that followed in the wake of the bombardment.
According to a previous arrangement between the two govern-
ments, a death penalty was pronounced by the Court and was

1 ParEamentary Papas; Egypt Blunt to Gladstone, 27 September 1882.